GEORGE THE THIRD
strain; and North continued to press the claims of the American
loyalists. In a fighting speech lasting for nearly three hours—
on this occasion he was at his best—Pitt defended the Govern-
ment's action. It surprised him to hear North so boldly urging
the continuance of a war which he himself had provoked, and
which he might have ended successfully had he shown more
' firmness' and resolution. For the war would have to be con-
tinued, said Pitt, if the demands which North made for the
loyalists were to be secured. The terms which Parliament were
asked to approve were the best terms which could be obtained in
the circumstances; and although the Opposition speakers had
glibly asserted that they would have secured better terms he [Pitt]
was not prepared to accept such wild statements. Again he
contemptuously referred to the part which North and Fox were
playing. He said:
I will never engage in political enmities without a public cause. I
will never forego such enmities without the public approbation;
nor -will I be questioned and cast off in the face of this House by one
virtuous and dissatisfied friend.
It was the old story of Pilate and Herod conspiring together to
defeat the cause of truth and justice; and all Pitt's eloquence
could not shatter the faithless conspiracy. In the early hours of
the morning, therefore, the Shelburne Ministry was defeated in
the Commons: on February 24th, 1783, Shelburne resigned.
north's strange act of political apostasy was a cruel blow for
George. He had the right to expect kinder treatment at the
hands of one whom he had honoured with his friendship. Their's
had been a long association: as boys they had often played to-
gether ; and in mantood they had stood shoulder to shoulder to
meet the desperate attacks of an infuriated Whig Opposition.
Each had served the other faithfully: North had shielded the
King from the insolences of arrogant politicians; George had
delivered his friend from the inconveniences of dunning creditors,
paying out of his own purse North's private debts. Each knew
the other's weaknesses; but they sublimated them to friendship.
And when their political association was, as they thought, ended,
they parted the best of friends.
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